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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated December 6, 2001, Applicant respectfully 
responds as follows: 

REMARKS 

The Office Action rejects claims 1 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) and claims 2-5 and 7- 
10 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). Claims 1-10 are pending in this Application. Applicant 
respectfully submits that the rejections are improper for the reasons set forth below. 

Claims 1 and 6 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,166,583 ("Kochi"). Claims 1 and 6 are both independent claims. Claim 1 relates to 
an image processing apparatus. The image processing apparatus has an optical area in which a 
plurality of elements are disposed in a matrix. The image processing apparatus includes light 
reception means for receiving light introduced into the elements of the optical area and for 
photoelectrically converting the light. The image processing apparatus of claim 1 further 
includes arithmetic operation means for arithmetically operating a signal obtained for each of the 
elements by the photoelectric conversion by the light reception means in accordance with a 
predetermined rule. Additionally, the image processing apparatus of claim 1 includes outputting 
means for outputting a result of the arithmetic operation means for each of the elements and a 
timing adjustment means for adjusting a timing at which the result of the arithmetic operation is 
to be outputted for each of the plurality of elements from the outputting means. Claim 6 relates 
to an image processing method for an image processing apparatus substantially similar to claim 
1. 
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